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MEMORANDUM FOR: 
FROM; 

-SUBJECT: 



THE PRESIDENT 

BRENT SCOWCROFT 

Secretary Kissinger's Discussion with 
Ambassador Huang Chen on U.S. -PRc 
Relations and the Taiwan Question 



Introduction »»a c 11rnrnni ,, 

PRC position on "Hb^r^o "of T 2 * b ° en B ° Cban S c *» «* 

recent years by CtaS^.^^"^ b ~ n **- * « in 
ttons with Senator Scott in Peking h* ™ loaders - Unl *e the conversa- 
military liberation, but ne safd fL, ,tt ?! bra »*sh the threat of 
modification of the PRC ^stance on T ^ **' °° SCO P e f ° r »/ 

revealed the extent to whUlhe PRC hasT *** Ambass ^— remarks 
statements by what they consider to b^, " ! pr ° Voked int ° its recent 

stress the need for post-normtwtion f ° rchcstrated U - S- attempt to 
security. P normaUzation assurances regarding Taiwan's 

Background 

As you will recall. Vice Pav*m?«,. r-u 

• in mid- July that there 4! C~ ^0°^ ^-v^ '"" SCDat ° r Sc ° tt 
Taiwan could be achieved peacelu lv and h K ^ "* libcrati °» <* 
i«ue as a noose around the" 4 ^the U I ^T""^ thc Tai ^ 
People's Liberation Army wotw cut off LiT k' UnCCCSSa ^ the 
Premier's sharpest remaps to Scottlppeared^^ "° m ' ° f "* Vi " 
Senator's aggressive defense of Aml^T . ° * reactioa to the 

security, the Vice Premier's hard 1 "Crests on Taiwan's 

virtually abandoned the element ^f f-**' strik *»Sly tough. He 
maintained in recent years™ 'e^^^ WhlCh the Chincso ba -e 
tion would be military or peaceful. 9 " " ° f Whotber Ta -an's Hbera- 
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Shortly after the Scott visit, a PRC liaison office official took essen- 
tially the same line in discussions with correspondents in Washington, 
and since then knowledge of the hard line has spread through public 
media. Members of a Congressional staff delegation which has just 
returned from China were treated to the same tough stance, which 
some of them are planning to highlight in reports to their committees. 

In this context, and with sufficient advance notice so that he could 
receive necessary instructions from Peking, Secretary Kissinger 
asked to see Ambassador Huang on August 18. 

Summary of Conversation 

After referring to "many official and non- official comments" made 
recently in the United States about U. S. -PRC relations, Huang repeated 
the standard PRC litany that: 

-- the United States invaded Taiwan and thus owes China a debt; 

-.- in order to normalise relations with the PRC, the United States 
must fulfill the three conditions of breaking diplomatic relations with 
Taiwan, withdrawing our military forces from Taiwan, and abrogating 
the defense treaty — "There can be no exception about any of these 
conditions, and there is no room for maneuver in carrying them out"; 

. -- the delay in normalizing relations is entirely the responsibility 
of the United States; and 

--as made clear even before the United States sought to reopen 
relations with China, the method and the time for liberating Taiwan 
is an internal Chinese affair "and is not discussable. " 

Huang then went on to deliver the thrust of his message. "Now Ameri- 
cans are saying that China's liberation of Taiwan will cripple the 
development of Sino-U. S. relations. They are saying that Sino-U.S. 
relations will prosper only if the Chinese side takes into account U.S. 
concerns. This is a premeditated pretext. It is a flagrant threat 
against China, and we cannot accept it." (Huang declined to identify 
what he meant by'thrcat", but presumably he had in mind recent U.S. 
emphasis on Taiwan's security such as Senator Scott's comment to 
Vice Premier Chang that "Our policy is not to interfere in your internal 
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»ffc»r -- bat wc stand ready to back up our commitment to Taiwan. 
Suevetlld be in default of the Shanghai Co.— .here 
Ire a resort to arms. Any such action would arouse 215 » 
ILcricans I would continue to urge progressing along the path of 
Americans. J- wyu -i-hts I ask you to recognize our 

peace. While we recognize your rights, i asK you 

difficulties. ") 

Huan K reminded Secretary Kissinger of Chairman Mao's statement 
Huang remin c , Taiwan must be liberated and that the 

to the Secretary in 1973 that Taiwan m noted that 

Chinese do not believe this can £^ e j£^^ the soLtion to the " 
the Shanghai Communique does not specuy 
Taiwan problem would be peaceful or otherwise. 

Noting that Scott's remarks seem to have provoked C^< > "fixing 

some cannons". Secretary Kissinger a ^ n ^ gC L« a dor Huang 

,fc,,:«,Uvne» He assured Ambassador haang 

remarks were not basically new ^ TaiwmB . 

that we did not approve of Scott s haying raise 

v i-.„ v;<=«iTn»<>r's own level was authorized to speaK ior ««- 
no one below Kissinger s own ie recognize there is not 

United States on this issue. He said that we recognize 
SSted time and that we musfmove not long after °- electxonsto 
wo rk out an agreement on ^^^^T^t^^L^ 
the > Shanghai —,- * *° a tln oefore various American audiences, 
tts«VeL C ry a7so S noTed^at we thought private discussion of such issues 
■ is better than public discussion. 

Conclusion, 

Huang who was obviously speaking with careful instructions from his 
Huang, wno wa , emphasize that the position on 

government, went out of £ ™* J Scnator Scott was not new 

Taiwan taken by V^ce Premier ^^ ^ ^^ ^ o us 

and was in tact consistent w* v^r^-,, While indicating no 

since the Shanghai Communique and ™™°?^££il heso&e*- 
greaterfleKibUitythanVieP ^^^ ^^TL.aUr io^^- 

ing the Vice ^^i Ls strictlyan internal 
tion that the method of Taiwan s. ilDcral ,-hievcd bv peaceful means. 

Chinese matter which probably could not ^^^ P° that the pRC's 
Moreover, the Ambassador's comments »<1»**°* e „ ab o u t slippage in 
recent tough line on Taiwan reflects Chinese concern about f«PP£ 
the US. position on Taiwan, even to the point of believing here is a 

concerted P - and probably U. S ?££Z^« r 2^3L** 
stress the need for assurances about the security 
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normalization of relations. While it is clear the Chinese have been 
using shock treatment to counteract what they consider an unhelpful 
trend in U.S opinion, it is still not clear whether they fully calculated 
in advance the risk that such tactics might intensify aLietiest^oe 
U. i. and strengthen the very trends which they object to. 

The Ambassador's remarks threw no light on the extent to which 
current Chmese domestic events are affecting Chinese policy toward 

si! tw ^^ ° a balanCC ' hOWCVCr ' the V ~^°rce ou^i- " »- 

sion that recent events in China have not altered the FRC's app ' ', !a l 

of the strategic advantage of its U. S. connection or led to any sigmficani 

stepping up m its timetable for resolving the Taiwan problem. Bui af 

tne same time the whole affair reflects a new power structure in Peking 

and new personalities resulting in considerably less subtlety and sophis- 

wne LTr ^v- aSS ° Clated ^ '"^^ PrCmicr Cho<1 E - lai - Moreover, 
« e™hf *"*? eoav ^ fa 8 either the blunt line of Vice Premier Chang 

HuanTt S ""V™^ of its P° siti °- ^°ng the lines of Ambassador 

2w. g f " b ° th CaSOS unde «=°"* P*ing'« determination 

Ta wTn and ] Th l r im ^r OP< ; t0 *** ^ ° UX C °° Cern abt>Ut thc S °™*Y of 
-laiwan and the problem of peaceful settlement. 
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